
SAN DIEGO

Truck traffic around San Diego’s portside
neighborhood would triple with new deal

Large trucks hauled goods along Harbor Drive and Cesar E. Chavez Parkway in Barrio Logan Tuesday. The Port of San Diego
will consider approving a new tenant, a cement warehouse, at its Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal in Barrio Logan. Local health
and environmental advocates say it will triple the amount of diesel trucks that drive through the neighborhood. (Nelvin C.
Cepeda/The San Diego Union-Tribune)

Environmental health advocates want the port to require a cement
company to use zero-emission trucks to hold down pollution in Barrio
Logan
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SAN DIEGO —  The vote for a new port project that would triple the number of heavy-
duty trucks rolling through a San Diego portside community was postponed on Tuesday,
following concerns from environment advocates about increased pollution in an area
already burdened by poor air quality.

During a more than three-hour discussion, the port’s governing authority held off on
approving a cement storage and distribution facility at the Tenth Avenue Marine
Terminal, adjacent to Barrio Logan and south of downtown.

Port of San Diego commissioners asked staff to develop clear and measurable zero-
emission truck requirements for the project.

“This is not just some project that’s coming along, this is a project that will have massive
impact on diesel truck trips through this community,” said Commissioner Michael
Zucchet.

Mitsubishi Cement Co. seeks to build a warehouse and hauling facility that could store
and distribute up to 600,000 metric tons of cement annually.

Proponents say having a local cement resource would help meet current and future
demand in the region.

"(T)he Mitsubishi project has the potential to greatly benefit the region’s construction
industry by helping to lower the cost of development projects such as affordable
housing, expansion of the rail and trolley system, redevelopment of Terminal One at the
San Diego Airport, and many more projects,” Tracy Spahr, spokeswoman for the Port of
San Diego, said in an email Monday.
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Advocates and local community groups opposing the project want the port to require
Mitsubishi to use zero-emission trucks to reduce the additional pollution in nearby
neighborhoods.

A study conducted for the port found that it is not currently feasible to require zero-
emission trucks, but the feasibility could be reviewed periodically.

“We won’t be able to require zero-emission trucks right off the bat, but over time this
technology will become a normal part of Mitsubishi operations and really all truck of
operations,” said Joel Valenzuela, maritime director for the Port of San Diego, during
the meeting.

Barrio Logan has been identified by the state as having high levels of pollution, as well
as other surrounding portside communities such as National City.

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/environment/sd-me-portside-community-air-pollution-20190127-story.html




Advocates say area industry and diesel truck traffic contributes to health issues,
including asthma, which is common among the area’s residents, and this project would
worsen those issues.

“If the port is serious about ZEV (zero-emission vehicles) and believes that this isn’t
feasible when the operations are scheduled to begin, then please delay those operations
until it is feasible and not continue to have the community bear this burden,” said Diane
Takvorian, executive director of the Environmental Health Coalition, during the
meeting.

California recently adopted new regulations that would require every new truck sold in
the state to be zero-emission by 2045. The shift would help the state meet its climate
goals as trucks are the largest source of vehicle air pollution, according to the California
Air Resources Board.

On average about 148 truck trips occur daily now at the Tenth Avenue terminal near
Barrio Logan. Another 82 daily truck trips occur at the port’s National City Marine
Terminal.

The Mitsubishi Cement Corp.'s project would add 176 to 296 new truck trips per day at
the Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal, according to The Port of San Diego’s environmental
impact report.

The number of truck trips would depend on the amount of business the company
generates, said Spahr.

The company has committed to purchasing trucks that are no more than 5 years old,
which are designed to reduce diesel emissions.



According to the environmental impact report, when in operation, Mitsubishi should
use one or more zero-emission trucks to evaluate the “capability” of such trucks to
transport cement.

Large semi trucks hauling goods, drive along Harbor Drive and Cesar E. Chavez Parkway in Barrio Logan on Tuesday, Dec. 8,
2020 in San Diego, CA. (Nelvin C. Cepeda/The San Diego Union-Tribune)

“We will continue to work with the port to utilize clean, emerging technology when
practical,” said Michael Jasberg, president and chief operating officer of Mitsubishi
Cement Corp.

Advocates with the Environmental Health Coalition argued that the port needs to take a
more aggressive approach.

They said they would like the port to develop a measurable strategy that would require
Mitsubishi to convert its heavy-duty fleet to zero-emission by 2030.



The Environmental Health Coalition created its own timeline that would require the
company to install electrical charging facilities in 2021 and require at least 30 percent of
its fleet to be electric by 2023, with a 10 percent increase each year until 2030.

About 27 local community and environmental advocacy organizations expressed
support for the coalition’s strategy.

More than 25 Barrio Logan residents called in during the meeting to oppose the project.
Residents shared the impact of truck traffic on their family’s health and safety.

Barrio Logan’s community planning group voted in November to recommend that the
port incorporate the coalition’s zero-emission strategy into Mitsubishi’s environmental
impact report and conditional lease agreement.  
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