
	  

	  

Kresge	  Foundation	  12-‐city,	  $8-‐million	  pledge	  to	  boost	  impact	  of	  
low-‐income	  communities	  in	  climate	  resilience	  planning	  

One	  dozen	  communities	  will	  share	  almost	  $8	  million	  in	  Kresge	  Foundation	  support	  to	  develop	  more	  
effective	  climate	  resilience	  frameworks	  in	  urban	  low-‐income	  communities,	  the	  foundation	  announced	  
this	  week.	  

The	  grants	  are	  provided	  through	  The	  Kresge	  Foundation’s	  Climate	  Resilience	  and	  Urban	  Opportunity	  
initiative	  (Initiative),which	  aims	  to	  improve	  the	  resilience	  of	  low-‐income	  communities	  in	  the	  face	  of	  
climate	  change.	  

The	  Initiative	  aims	  is	  to	  bolster	  the	  capacity	  of	  community-‐based	  nonprofit	  groups	  to	  influence	  local	  and	  
regional	  climate	  resilience	  planning,	  policy	  development,	  and	  implementation	  in	  ways	  that	  better	  reflect	  
the	  needs	  of	  underrepresented	  people	  in	  U.S.	  cities.	  Examples	  of	  expected	  outcomes	  include	  stronger	  
energy	  efficiency	  policies,	  disaster-‐preparedness	  plans	  and	  carbon-‐reduction	  strategies	  as	  well	  as	  more	  
robust	  social	  cohesion	  that	  can	  bond	  communities	  together	  during	  crises.	  	  

“We	  are	  committed	  to	  strengthening	  the	  climate	  resilience	  filed	  by	  supporting	  effective	  organizations	  
that	  can	  create	  new	  models	  and	  strategies	  that	  benefit	  low-‐income	  communities,”	  said	  Lois	  DeBacker,	  
managing	  director	  of	  the	  foundation’s	  Environment	  Program.	  “Climate	  change	  disproportionately	  
impacts	  those	  with	  the	  least	  means	  to	  adapt	  or	  respond	  to	  it.	  	  Similarly,	  the	  benefits	  of	  clean	  energy	  
technologies	  often	  don’t	  reach	  low-‐income	  communities.	  	  With	  efforts	  to	  address	  these	  equity	  issues,	  
we	  can	  help	  ensure	  that	  these	  communities	  are	  not	  left	  behind.”	  

The	  initiative	  was	  administered	  in	  two	  phases.	  All	  12	  successful	  organizations	  received	  planning	  grants	  in	  
2014,	  allowing	  them	  to	  outline	  implementation	  strategies.	  The	  implementation	  grants	  were	  awarded	  
Dec.	  3	  by	  the	  Kresge	  Foundation	  Board	  of	  Trustees.	  They	  provide	  $660,000	  over	  a	  three-‐year	  period	  for	  
each	  organization.	  

Kresge	  expects	  that	  the	  funding	  will	  allow	  grant	  recipients	  to:	  

n Systematically	  engage	  leaders	  and	  advocates	  who	  authentically	  represent	  the	  concerns	  of	  low-‐
income	  communities	  to	  generate	  support	  for	  local	  and	  regional	  climate	  resilience	  plans	  that	  are	  
equitable	  and	  impactful.	  

n Elevate	  the	  influence	  of	  community-‐based	  organizations	  and	  leaders	  who	  emerge	  as	  experts	  in	  
the	  climate	  resilience	  field.	  



n Generate	  new	  understandings	  and	  approaches	  to	  climate	  resilience	  policy	  and	  planning	  with	  
equity	  concerns	  at	  the	  forefront.	  

Kresge’s	  Climate	  Resilience	  and	  Urban	  Opportunity	  initiative	  is	  guided	  by	  an	  advisory	  committee	  that	  
includes	  leading	  climate	  resilience	  and	  social	  justice	  practitioners	  and	  thinkers.	  The	  committee	  worked	  
closely	  with	  Kresge’s	  Environment	  Program	  staff	  to	  shape	  the	  initiative	  and	  to	  help	  ensure	  strong	  
outcomes.	  

The	  organizations	  are:	  	  

• Align,	  New	  York	  City	  
• Asian	  Pacific	  Environment	  Network,	  Oakland,	  Calif.	  
• Centro	  por	  la	  Justicia	  /	  Southwest	  Workers	  Union,	  San	  Antonio	  
• Cleveland	  Neighborhood	  Progress,	  Cleveland	  
• Environmental	  Health	  Coalition,	  National	  City,	  Calif.	  
• Fifth	  Avenue	  Committee,	  Brooklyn,	  N.Y.	  
• Ironbound	  Community	  Corp.,	  Newark,	  N.J.	  
• Los	  Angeles	  Alliance	  for	  a	  New	  Economy,	  Los	  Angeles	  
• Native	  American	  Youth	  and	  Family	  Center,	  Portland,	  Ore.	  
• Neighborhood	  of	  Affordable	  Housing,	  East	  Boston,	  Mass.	  
• Tides	  Center	  /	  Leadership	  Counsel	  for	  Justice	  and	  Accountability,	  Fresno,	  Calif.	  
• West	  Harlem	  Environmental	  Action,	  New	  York	  

Additionally,	  three	  organizations	  were	  awarded	  extensions	  of	  their	  planning	  grants	  to	  further	  strengthen	  
their	  work	  plans	  in	  pursuit	  of	  implementation	  funding.	  They	  are:	  

• Catalyst	  Miami,	  Miami	  
• The	  Point	  CDC,	  Bronx,	  New	  York	  
• Puget	  Sound	  Sage,	  Seattle	  

The	  Kresge	  Foundation	  is	  a	  $3.5	  billion	  private,	  national	  foundation	  that	  works	  to	  expand	  opportunities	  
in	  America's	  cities	  through	  grantmaking	  and	  investing	  in	  arts	  and	  culture,	  education,	  environment,	  
health,	  human	  services,	  community	  development	  in	  Detroit.	  	  

	  
	  

*************************	  

Press	  contacts	  

For	  media	  questions	  about	  The	  Kresge	  Foundation	  or	  the	  Climate	  Resilience	  and	  Urban	  Opportunity	  Initiative,	  
contact	  Hugh	  McDiarmid	  at	  hcmcdiarmid@kresge.org	  or	  (248)	  660-‐4300.	  

For	  inquiries	  about	  individual	  grantees’	  work,	  please	  address	  their	  communications	  contacts:	  



	  

Ø Align:	  Matt	  Ryan,	  matt@alignny.org,	  (917)	  586-‐0156	  
Ø Asian	  Pacific	  Environment	  Network:	  Miya	  Yoshitani,	  miya@apen4ej.org,	  (510)	  834-‐8920.	  
Ø Centro	  por	  la	  Justicia/Southwest	  Workers	  Union:	  Diana	  Lopez,	  diana@swunion.org,	  (210)	  535-‐7060	  
Ø Cleveland	  Neighborhood	  Progress:	  Jeff	  Kipp,	  jkipp@clevelandnp.org,	  (216)	  453-‐1453	  
Ø Environmental	  Health	  Coalition:	  Allison	  Mannos,	  amannos@laane.org,	  (323)	  706-‐8320	  
Ø Fifth	  Avenue	  Committee:	  Ron	  A.	  Zak,	  rzak@fifthave.org,	  	  (718)	  237-‐2017	  x130	  
Ø Ironbound	  Community	  Corp.	  :	  Drew	  Curtis,	  dcurtis@ironboundcc.org,	  	  (973)	  817-‐7013	  x207	  
Ø Los	  Angeles	  Alliance:	  Mia	  Bolton,	  mia@gomixte.com,	  (301)	  395-‐4145	  
Ø Native	  American	  Youth	  and	  Family	  Center:	  Oscar	  Arana,	  oscara@nayapdx.org	  
Ø Neighborhood	  of	  Affordable	  Housing:	  Linda	  Miller-‐Foster,	  linda@fnoahcdc.org,	  (617)	  418-‐8246	  
Ø Tides	  Center/Leadership	  Counsel:	  Veronica	  Garibay,	  vgaribay@leadershipcounsel.org,	  (559)	  393-‐3617	  
Ø West	  Harlem	  Environmental	  Action:	  Stanley	  Fritz,	  Stanley@weact.org,	  (212)961-‐1000	  x320	  

	  

	  
###	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  


