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Above: A sunny sky shines over downtown San Diego on July 25, 2020.

Listen to the Podcast Episode
Today is Clean Air Day, a day to focus on the air we breathe, how it affects our health and what we can do to keep it clean. This year our awareness is heightened by
the weeks of smoke from wildfires that have hung over the county, we had unhealthy smoke billowing over the south bay after the fire on ... Read more →
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California is observing clean air day at a time when San Diego’s air quality remains among the dirtiest in the nation.

Local air quality is ranked as the sixth dirtiest in the nation when it comes to ozone pollution. Ozone is a key component in the creation of smog.

San Diego County Supervisor Nathan Fletcher sits on the state’s air resources board. He pointed out that pollution does not affect all county residents the same.

“A child in Barrio Logan is eight times more likely to have asthma than a child in La Jolla. And that is morally wrong,” Fletcher said. “I think we can all agree that
no one’s child should be that much more likely to develop asthma. We know it leads to respiratory and heart ailments and knows from a study out of Harvard
University that you’re much more likely to die of COVID, a respiratory illness if you live in one of these communities with higher levels of pollution.”

RELATED: Coronavirus Has Reduced Air Pollution, But Not The Risk In Some San Diego Communities

Fletcher praises Gov. Gavin Newsom’s call to stop selling gas-powered vehicles in the state by 2035. 

“That has the potential to be transformative in terms of air pollution,” Fletcher said. “In particular on ozone which is where we are particularly bad. And one of the
lead drivers of asthma.”

Fletcher also praised the Metropolitan Transit System, where he is the board chair, for the agency’s effort to clean the air.

RELATED: San Diego Is Shrinking Carbon Footprint During Coronavirus Shutdown

The agency is working to get rid of its diesel fleet.

“We are one of the few transit agencies in California that are completely transitioning out of diesel busses,” Fletcher said. “There are only a handful of them left and
they will be gone in the next few months. And so even the busses which we are replacing, which is the right thing to do, we want zero emissions, are cleaner burning
than most other transit agencies in the country.”

Search Input Field  

0:000:00 / 8:04/ 8:04

https://www.kpbs.org/
https://www.kpbs.org/news/coronavirus/
https://www.kpbs.org/news/san-diego-protests-racial-injustice-police-violence/
https://www.kpbs.org/news/election/
https://www.kpbs.org/staff/erik-anderson/
https://www.kpbs.org/staff/kpbs-New-Media/
https://www.kpbs.org/podcasts/kpbs-midday-edition-segments/2020/oct/07/clean-air-day/
https://www.kpbs.org/podcasts/kpbs-midday-edition-segments/2020/oct/07/clean-air-day/#transcript
https://www.kpbs.org/podcasts/kpbs-midday-edition
https://www.kpbs.org/news/2020/jun/04/coronavirus-has-reduced-air-pollution-not-risk-som/
https://www.kpbs.org/news/2020/may/19/san-diego-shrinking-carbon-footprint-coronavirus/


10/25/2020 Clean Air Day A Reminder of San Diego's Not So Clean Air | KPBS

https://www.kpbs.org/news/2020/oct/07/san-diegos-dirty-air-clean-air-day/ 2/4

Listen to the Podcast Episode

https://www.kpbs.org/podcasts/kpbs-midday-edition


10/25/2020 Clean Air Day A Reminder of San Diego's Not So Clean Air | KPBS

https://www.kpbs.org/news/2020/oct/07/san-diegos-dirty-air-clean-air-day/ 3/4

An El Cajon nursing home provided its residents with far less care than
regulators expected while reporting millions in yearly profits,
according to a KPBS analysis of its finances. Plus, Governor Gavin
Newsom reveals more ambitious goals to fight climate change --
meanwhile one of his staff members tests positive for COVID-19.
And, the state is adding a new metric ... Read more →

Aired: October 8, 2020 | Transcript

+ Subscribe to this podcast

Sign up for Today's Top Stories newsletter
Need help keeping up with the news that matters most? Get the day's top news — ranging from local to international — straight to your inbox each weekday
morning.
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Erik Anderson 
Environment Reporter 

I focus on the environment and all the implications that a changing or challenging environment has for life in Southern California.
That includes climate change, endangered species, habitat, urbanization, pollution and many other topics.

How is climate change impacting your everyday life?
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