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Imperial Valley environmental health summit looks

to cultivate leaders

Posted: Saturday, November 2, 2013 11:55 pm

By JULIO MORALES, Staff Writer and Copy Editor |

1 comment

IMPERIAL — The Salton
Sea and local air quality
loomed large at the fifth
annual Imperial Valley
Environmental Health
Leadership Summit. Just

as evident was a dedicated effort by a variety of
stakeholders to meet the environmental health
challenges posed by the sea and impacted air quality.

Yet, much needs to be done, particularly at the local
level, organizers said.

“We need leadership, policy and advocacy to come
from here,” said Luis Olmedo, director of Comite
Civico del Valle, Inc., which hosted the summit.

The summit was an effort to combat the lack of
information that often exists in communities that are
most impacted by environmental health hazards.

All too often it is communities of color that are the most
impacted, said Assemblyman V. Manuel Pérez, D-
Coachella.

“Environmental advocates have shown that that is no accident,” he said.

Pointing to recent state legislation that focuses on improving  the health of the New River and the Salton Sea,
Pérez noted the importance of grassroots efforts in advancing reform. To be effective, grassroots advocacy and
public policy need to work in tandem.

“That’s how we’re going to transform communities,” Pérez said.

Saturday’s summit at Imperial Valley College had also featured a number of speakers on a variety of subjects
dealing with environmental health and justice.

“We believe environmental and social justice go hand-in-hand,” said Leticia Ayala, associate director of San
Diego-based Environmental Health Coalition’s healthy kids campaign.

The 33-year-old bi-national organization works in the San Diego and Tijuana areas and has had success
pushing for land use reforms that better protect the health of families in low-income areas.

The secret to their success has been the use of promotores, or community outreach workers, Ayala said. To
foster community change, one must tap into the energies of these natural-born leaders. Doing so helps
marginalized groups rethink what it means to be a leader. Too often, communities of color tend to equate
“leaders” with the same policy makers and authorities who have long neglected the needs of such
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communities.

“We have to take ownership of that word,” she said.

The slow realization that he was capable of enacting local change prompted Ivan Soto to give back to the
community, even though he sometimes has his doubts.

“I sometimes wonder if I’m making a difference,” Soto, who spoke during a workshop titled “Resisting Toxicity
101: Tools for Change,” said.

For the past several years the 26-year-old has been involved in community service projects and has founded a
local chapter of the 7 Day volunteer group. The idea came about after constantly having to listen to friends
complain about the current state of affairs in the Valley.

Despite being busy with school , work and club activities, Soto remains committed to community service.

“It’s overwhelming, but I know it’s going to pay off eventually,” he said.

Staff Writer, Copy Editor Julio Morales can be reached at 760-337-3415 or at jmorales@ivpressonline.com

Staff Writer and Copy Editor Julio Morales can be reached at 760-337-3415 or at jmorales@ivpressonline.com

Posted in Local on Saturday, November 2, 2013 11:55 pm.

Recommended by

Rules of Conduct

Recommend 25

Welcome to the discussion.

http://www.ivpressonline.com/search/?q=&t=article&l=100&d=&d1=&d2=&s=start_time&sd=desc&c[]=opinion,opinion/*&f=rss
http://www.facebook.com/ivpress
http://www.facebook.com/ivpress
http://twitter.com/ivpnews
http://twitter.com/ivpnews
http://www.youtube.com/ivpressonline
http://www.youtube.com/ivpressonline
http://itunes.apple.com/by/app/imperial-valley-press-news/id319965366?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/by/app/imperial-valley-press-news/id319965366?mt=8
http://my.textcaster.com/asa/Default.aspx?ID=7101dc61-28ec-4789-9c49-3440c82ed00c
http://my.textcaster.com/asa/Default.aspx?ID=7101dc61-28ec-4789-9c49-3440c82ed00c
http://www.ivpressonline.com/about/newsletters.html
http://www.ivpressonline.com/special/email/
http://www.ivpressonline.com/eedition/page-a/page_e8af7ee2-0c15-5227-b931-15841a5385df.html
http://www.ivpressonline.com/eedition
http://www.ivpressonline.com/about/locations.html
http://ivpcmo.ivpressonline.com/cgi-bin/cmo_cmo.sh/custservice/web/login.html
http://www.ivpressonline.com/classifieds/jobs
http://www.ivpressonline.com/classifieds/jobs/social-worker/article_92e6f588-46f5-11e3-b4f2-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.ivpressonline.com/classifieds/jobs/contact-manager/article_2dd927e6-462e-11e3-8d17-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.ivpressonline.com/classifieds/jobs/billing-assistant/article_8488cfce-462e-11e3-94e2-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.ivpressonline.com/classifieds/jobs/police-officer-entry-level/article_a9bd48b6-462d-11e3-a904-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.ivpressonline.com/classifieds/jobs/administrative-services-clerk/article_5a06a8c6-462d-11e3-a8d7-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.ivpressonline.com/classifieds/jobs/field-sales-manager-and-coach/article_564e983c-45b6-11e3-848a-001a4bcf6878.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/heating+and+air+conditioning+contractors.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/cars+trucks+and+vans.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/business+services.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/construction.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/employment+agencies.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/food+and+dining.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/health+and+medical.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/hotels+and+motels.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/pets.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/el-centro+ca/real+estate.zq.html
http://ivfindit.ivpressonline.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ivpressonline.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fimperial-valley-environmental-health-summit-looks-to-cultivate-leaders%2Farticle_4a4140f8-4453-11e3-8f9c-0019bb30f31a.html&related=ivpnews%2Civpnews&text=Imperial%20Valley%20environmental%20health%20summit%20looks%20to%20cultivate%20leaders&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ivpressonline.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fimperial-valley-environmental-health-summit-looks-to-cultivate-leaders%2Farticle_4a4140f8-4453-11e3-8f9c-0019bb30f31a.html%23.UnqJdW2LHRU.twitter&via=ivpnews
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ivpressonline.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fimperial-valley-environmental-health-summit-looks-to-cultivate-leaders%2Farticle_4a4140f8-4453-11e3-8f9c-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.ivpressonline.com/news/local/imperial-valley-environmental-health-summit-looks-to-cultivate-leaders/article_4a4140f8-4453-11e3-8f9c-0019bb30f31a.html#user-comment-area
http://www.ivpressonline.com/news/local/imperial-valley-environmental-health-summit-looks-to-cultivate-leaders/article_4a4140f8-4453-11e3-8f9c-0019bb30f31a.html?mode=print
http://bossip.com/860547/woman-dresses-as-marathon-victim-and-loses-job39204/
http://nbclatino.com/2013/10/28/latina-texas-police-officer-shot-twice-in-face-and-chest-and-still-catches-suspects/
http://video.foxbusiness.com/v/2763675795001/panera-bread-hits-new-low/
http://www.vice.com/mexicalia/the-subway-gangs-of-mexico-city
http://blog.mediander.com/snowden-hero-or-traitor/
http://thestir.cafemom.com/in_the_news/163473/5_yearold_killed_in_tragic
mailto:jmorales@ivpressonline.com
http://www.ivpressonline.com/news/local
javascript:void(0)


11/6/13 Imperial Valley environmental health summit looks to cultivate leaders - Imperial Valley Press Online: Local News

www.ivpressonline.com/news/local/imperial-valley-environmental-health-summit-looks-to-cultivate-leaders/article_4a4140f8-4453-11e3-8f9c-0019bb30f31a.html 3/4

More

Body found identified, authorities seeking

information

Murder victim found identified, authorities

seeking information

Food stamps benefit expiration leaves less

money for recipients

Valley Police Beat: Needle found among

child’s Halloween candy

Court Brief: Holtville man convicted of child

molestation sentenced 334 years to life

PRESS RELEASES

Victoria Homes introduces new community in

Imperial

POLL

Can the Republican Party successfully sell
the Tea Party platform to the majority of
Americans?

Yes

No

I don't know

SUBMIT

OBITUARIES

PEREZ, IVONNE

ALMERA, CAROLINE

MCDADE, ROBERT BUD

SHULTZ, MARK VYRON

VALLADOLID, LORENZO CARRILLO "LARRY"

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

Print comments

1 comment:

Forgot?

Remember me on this
computer

Screen Name or Email

Password

Or, use your linked account:

Login

facebook

Need an account? Create one now .

Posts: 13

John Mackey posted at 5:23 am on Mon, Nov  4, 2013.

Computer-Generated Imagining (CGI) Has Been Around 20 Years. The day before I

went to see "Mask" in1994, I visited the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts & Sciences

Museum & Library in order to examine photos from the set of "The Winning of Barbara

Worth" (1926). Today, we say, How do we get the public's attention surrounding the

imminent demise of The Salton Sea? Easy, Make a movie that SHOWS what DID

happen, What MIGHT happen and, What COULD happen (featuring all the appropriate

plumbing connections needed, how we get there for under $2Billion). Someone offer

me a residence, I'll promptly learn  to speak Spanish & Undertake this Mission at

once.
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