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Local Ballot Propositions
by Doug Porter on May 16, 2014 · 1 comment

in California, Civil Rights, Election, Environment, History, Ocean Beach, Politics, San Diego

By Doug Porter / San Diego Free Press

There are five ballot measures covered in today’s column; two-state wide issues and three local topics.
State propositions 41 and 42, along with city proposition A, are no-brainers, righting wrongs and fixing
stuff that obviously needs to be fixed.

So we’ll start with what I think is the best reason for San Diego voters to get motivated to go the polls:
Propositions B&C. They are about a small issue with much larger implications.

Actual endorsements will be in another article, though I doubt you’ll have much trouble figuring out
which way I personally lean. Last time we took a look at federal and state legislative contests.

For more of our June 2014 primary coverage, go here.

City of San Diego Propositions B&C

Referendum of Resolution on Barrio Logan Community Plan Update
http://www.yesonbandc.com/
http://www.abadplan.com/

Voting Yes on B & C enacts the Barrio Logan Community Plan developed by the community’s families
and small business owners.

The Barrio Logan Community Plan was last updated in 1978. It allows auto repair shops, metal-plating
factories, and diesel truck traffic next to schools, playgrounds and homes. Over the course of five years,
with dozens of community meetings, residents and small business owners in Barrio Logan worked to
develop a Community Plan that protects community residents and businesses.

http://obrag.org/?author=8
http://obrag.org/?cat=3518
http://obrag.org/?cat=31
http://obrag.org/?cat=18
http://obrag.org/?cat=29
http://obrag.org/?cat=34
http://obrag.org/?cat=16
http://obrag.org/?cat=3545
http://obrag.org/?cat=60
http://obrag.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/ballot-box-e1400254708881.gif
http://sandiegofreepress.org/2014/05/a-progressive-procrastinators-2014-primary-guide-part-three-saying-yes-to-all-state-and-local-ballot-propositions/#.U3YvFfldWSo
http://obrag.org/?p=83529
http://sandiegofreepress.org/category/politics/2014-june-primary/#.U3Orm_ldVws
http://www.yesonbandc.com/
http://www.abadplan.com/
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The city study on the impact of the plan projected it would add 5,000 jobs to the area.

Prior to its approval in September 2013 by the San Diego City Council, David Alvarez negotiated what
everybody at the time agreed was a compromise with local industry representatives that addressed their
concerns. But the multinationals behind the shipyards  reneged on the agreement and , after the council
decided to go ahead anyway, spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to get these initiatives on the ballot.

It was a shameful signature gathering campaign, featuring out-of town-signature gatherers paid per
signature at suburban retail locations. They were videotaped repeatedly blatantly misrepresenting the
facts in a manner designed to scare voters with promises about the “Navy leaving San Diego,” forty-six
thousand jobs disappearing and “developers” using the plan to build yuppie condominiums.

Union
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workers from the shipyards, who were used by management to pack city council hearings by those
against the plan discovered they had been lied to and switched sides.

From KPBS:

Robert Godinez, president of the Shipyard Workers Union, said that he and other workers were
misled by the upper management of National Steel and Shipbuilding Company—known to San
Diegans as NASSCO. Godinez said he was called into the main office, shown maps of the new plan
and told it would be bad for jobs.

Godinez said he was also told about a “1,000-feet high tide mark that they were measuring from,
and beyond the 1,000 feet, there would be housing.”

He said management painted a picture of condominiums cropping up so that, “even right out the
shipyard window, you would see complexes and apartments and that kind of stuff.” That would affect
jobs, Godinez said.

“So that was a big concern of mine,” he said.  But then Godinez started investigating.  “I found out
that no, it’s not true,” he said.

The SD Free Press  has covered this extensively. Here is a link to the dozens of articles we’re run on the
subject. Our most recent article is by Jim Miller, who interviewed Environmental Health Coalition’s
Georgette Gomez.

Here’s the money quote:

“Everyone who wants to preserve community control over the planning process should be afraid
because your community will be next!”

Four Not-Quite-a-Lies

The Vote No campaign is in full swing now. The lies have been toned down to misdirection and
hyperbole.

Not Quite A Lie #1: Increases Pollution and Community Health Problems

We’re now supposed to believe these corporations are now concerned about the health of Barrio Logan
residents, which is odd given the history of companies just dumping toxic pollutants in the area. This
latest spin involves taking the result of increased traffic (more small business, increasing pass-by freeway
traffic and peripheral residential development) through the area and bleating about the increased
greenhouse gases and cancer risk(!).

The No on B&C group would like people to ignore actual scientific evidence about industrial pollution as
the cause of asthma and other health problem. A statewide list of census tracts most impacted by pollution
released by the California Environmental Protection Agency (CEPA) clearly indicates a serious problem
with the release of toxic contaminants– as opposed to diesel particulates– into the air specific to the
Barrio Logan area.

Here’s the map, see for yourself.

http://www.kpbs.org/news/2013/dec/17/shipyard-union-switches-sides-barrio-logan-communi/
http://shipyardworkersunion.org/shipyard/Shipyard_Workers_Union.html
http://www.nassco.com/
http://sandiegofreepress.org/category/activism/battle-for-barrio-logan/#.U3EX7fldVws
http://sandiegofreepress.org/2014/05/whats-at-stake-with-propositions-b-and-c/#.U3EY2_ldVws
http://www.environmentalhealth.org/index.php/en/media-center/blog-for-environmental-justice/127-toxic-free-neighborhoods/424-history-of-master-plating-shut-down
http://www.sandiegolovesgreen.com/in-defense-of-barrio-logan/
http://www.umich.edu/~snre492/holtzman.html
http://www.latimes.com/science/la-me-0423-pollution-neighborhoods-20140423-story.html#axzz2zcuXxIMc&page=1
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Here’s a blow up of the LA Times graphic showing the release of toxic contaminants in
Barrio Logan as opposed to other areas nearby.

Not Quite a Lie #2:  Puts Housing Too Close to the Shipyards

The Barrio Logan Community includes zone changes that could at some point allow 3,685 residential
units to be built in the area. The corporations opposing the plan would like voters to believe these homes
would be adjacent to the shipyards.

In fact, the real bone of contention the corporations have with the community plan is the creation of a
buffer zone (where no residential development would be allowed and existing businesses would remain)
between the shipyards and these future homes.

Voting no on B&C means is a vote against a buffer zone between industrial and residential land uses.

FYI- The shipyards didn’t care about the potential for future residential development while negotiations
were in progress before the plan was approved by the city council. And they won’t care about it going
foward.

Then there’s this not-so-subtle bit of race/class baiting on their web site: “We can build low income
housing in many places, but we can’t move the Shipyards.” Not so long ago the corporate sponsored
signature gatherers were warning about “yuppie condos”, remember?

Not Quite a Lie #3: Threatens Thousands of Middle Class Jobs

They’re not throwing around the “46,000 jobs” claim any more. Too many people fact checked it and

http://sandiegofreepress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Barrio-Logan.jpg
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found out it was BS.  That number is the total number of maritime industry jobs in all the harbor areas of
San Diego.

At no place in the Barrio Logan Community Plan is there any language threatening the zoning status of
any of the shipbuilders located adjacent to the community. Again, this dispute is about creating a buffer
zone. Existing businesses, which include sub-contractors used by the maritime industry would remain and
could expand by up to 20% with no issues.

Those seeking to expand beyond that 20% would be required to get a conditional use permit and that
opens a can of worms the industry truly fears. It’s not the process, but the investigation into and the
release of information about environmental issues that would be triggered by requesting a conditional use
permit. And that tells me they have something to hide.

Again, the city study used in creating the Community Plan would lead to the creation of 5,000 jobs. There
is simply no actual evidence suggesting ANY job loss. The best the opponents can do is to trot out a few
retired Navy Admirals to suggest they think the plan might be bad.

Not Quite a Lie #4: Prop
B & C Opposed by Mayor Faulconer, Former Mayor Sanders & Others

Actually this one is true. I just have become so used to these guys lying the sub-headline just typed itself.
It’s worth drilling down into anyway.

We’ll skip right over the Republican politicians dependent on the industry for campaign contributions and
go right to “others.”

Their “coalition” looks mighty similar to the ones who’ve backed every right wing/developer cause in
recent years. For instance, the “San Diego Port Tenants Association” is just about first out the gate every
time to support Carl DeMaio’s candidacies, causes and plagiarised reports.

The so-called Barrio Logan Smart Growth Coalition (a front group for these corporate interests) is such
an important endorsement –they want it to seem like there’s community support–that they’re listed twice
on the endorsement page of their web site.

But mostly what we’re talking about are high ranking retired Naval officers, many of whom now have

http://www.nationaljournal.com/politics/carl-demaio-apologizes-for-lifted-pension-report-20140512
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defense industry consulting jobs working for those funding of the “No on B&C” group supplementing
their pensions.

Via Matt Potter at the Reader:

Call it the ex-admirals’ political ball. In any case, it may be one of San Diego’s biggest masquerades
since Mardi Gras.

A longtime General Dynamics executive has signed the ballot argument against a community plan on
next month’s ballot as a retired admiral, omitting any mention of his employer, which is footing
much of the bill of a costly referendum campaign to defeat the plan….

…General Dynamics owns National Steel and Shipbuilding, the military contracting operation that
on April 28 pumped $250,000 into the campaign to defeat Prop C and its sister measure Proposition
B. NASSCO had previously come up with at least $200,000 to help pay for a $729,000 referendum
drive by military contractors to force the Barrio Logan plan to the ballot.

“Retired military leaders are urging you to vote NO on Propositions B and C,” says Slaght’s
argument, which also bears the signature of Mark Balmert, another retired rear admiral and
currently director for strategic planning and business development for AMSEC, a subsidiary of
Huntington Ingalls, another defense-contracting giant that is spearheading opposition to the
community plan.

As in Slaght’s case, Balmert’s designation says that he is a retired rear admiral, making no mention
of his current employer, which has contributed $100,000 to the effort to torpedo the plan. Both
signatures are dated March 18, according to the document posted online by the city clerk’s office.

And in retired Admiral Balmert’s case:

José Luis Betancourt has joined Republican ex-mayor Jerry Sanders in asserting in a U-T San Diego
op-ed piece that the proposal would be “a dangerous first step toward the closure of the shipyards
and the loss of thousands of good middle-class jobs.”

Betancourt knows something about losing a job.

The ex–rear admiral was the government’s so-called “Navy mayor” here and worked briefly as
school-district administrator. Betancourt — who has lately been appearing in the pages of U-T San
Diego, owned by Barrio Logan plan foe and real estate development mogul Douglas Manchester —
is a confessed procurement miscreant.

On July 11, 2007, according to a news release issued that day by U.S. Attorney Karen Hewitt, the
newly retired Betancourt copped a plea to charges of illegally helping the Accela Group — one of
his consulting clients — get a fat government contract from the Space and Naval Warfare Systems
Center, otherwise known as SPAWAR.

Say What?

From City Beat:

The Barrio Logan Community Plan is good for the residents of Barrio Logan because it gives them
what most other San Diegans take for granted: protection from polluting industry. It creates the kind
of buffer zone that you would insist upon in your neighborhood. It will be confusing to voters

http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2014/may/12/ticker-dirty-old-navy/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2014/mar/14/ticker-military-contracting-gird-barrio-battle/
http://www.amsec.com/amsec_web/aboutus/Leadership.html
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2014/apr/29/ticker-will-money-defeat-barrio-logan-residents/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2014/may/08/ticker-crooked-ex-admiral-fighting-barrio-logan/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/documents/2013/oct/28/us-atty-release-re-betancourt-plea/
http://www.sdcitybeat.com/sandiego/article-12879-for-barrio-logan-yes-on-props-b-and-c.html
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whether to vote yes or no. Just remember, a yes vote preserves the community plan. Commit this to
memory: Vote yes on Props. B and C.

Voting No on B&C means you believe the corporate lies about the Navy leaving San Diego if this plan is
approved.  

City of San Diego Proposition A

City of San Diego Elections Charter Amendment, Measure A

Ripped straight from Registrar of Voters Sample Ballot

Measure A would alter the city charter to make its election process more compatible with state law.
It would also give the city elections office more time to mail out ballots, count ballots and certify
election results.

 Measure A would improve the elections process in the city in two important ways:

It would protect the voting rights of military voters and other overseas voters by allowing more
time for ballots to be mailed out and for the counting and certification of submitted ballots.

It would make the elections process compatible with the process mandated by state law.

There is no known opposition to Proposition A

State of California Proposition 41

California Veterans Housing and Homeless Prevention Bond Act

Referred by legislature; Vote was unanimous in both
houses

http://www.sdcitybeat.com/sandiego/article-12879-for-barrio-logan-yes-on-props-b-and-c.html
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2014/apr/03/ticker-what-emails-tell-us/
http://voiceofsandiego.org/2013/10/22/what-the-barrio-logan-signature-gatherers-are-saying/
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Official summary:

“Authorizes $600 million in general obligation bonds for affordable multifamily supportive
housing to relieve homelessness, affordable transitional housing, affordable rental housing, or
related facilities for veterans and their families.”

“Provides funding for programs to address homeless veterans and those at risk of becoming
homeless and annual evaluations of the effectiveness of housing programs funded by the
bonds.”

“Appropriates money from General Fund to pay off bonds.” 

Fiscal impact statement:

“Increased state bond costs averaging about $50 million annually over 15 years.”

There is no formal opposition to Proposition 41

Brian Brady over at San Diego Rostra has posted an article saying 41 should be opposed because you
can’t trust the State of California

Say what?

From the Sacramento Bee:

 Proposition 41, the Veteran Housing and Homeless Prevention Bond Act of 2014, would repurpose
$600 million of unspent bonds in the state’s veterans home loan program to build transitional
housing and services for homeless vets.

 As so many homeless advocates know, providing a place to sleep doesn’t keep everyone off the
streets. For that reason, the program wisely includes services to deal with associated problems such
as counseling and care for drug and alcohol addiction and post-traumatic stress disorder.

 This would still leave $500 million for the home loan program, which will be plenty to meet the
needs of the California veterans looking to buy. Demand has been decreasing over the last decade
due to a combination of factors, including the economic downturn and the availability of other home
loan programs for veterans.

State of California Proposition 42

California Compliance of Local Agencies with Public Act

An amendment to the State Constitution; Vote was
unanimous in both houses

Official summary:

http://sdrostra.com/?p=38184
http://www.sacbee.com/2014/03/31/6277479/editorial-proposition-41-provides.html#storylink=cpy
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“Requires local government agencies, including cities, counties, and school districts, to comply
with specific state laws providing for public access to meetings of local government bodies and
records of government officials.”

“Eliminates requirements that the State reimburse local government agencies for compliance
with these laws.”

Fiscal impact statement:

“Reduced state payments to local governments in the tens of millions of dollars annually.”

“Potential increased local government costs of tens of millions of dollars annually from possible
additional state requirements on local governments to make information available to the
public.”

It was opposed by Rural County Representatives of California, but I was unable to locate their actual
arguments.

A concern of mine:

There is a poorly written portion of the act allowing the Legislature and governor to alter the laws at any
time. Thus lawmakers could effectively change the Constitution without voter approval.

Say what?

From the Oakland Tribune: 

Prop. 42 would change the state Constitution to remove the reimbursement mandate for the Public
Records Act. State government would no longer be financially liable. A similar requirement that the
state reimburse local governments for compliance with the open-meeting law was lifted as part of a
2012 ballot measure.

 There’s no reason the state should pay Walnut Creek, Oakland or San Jose for merely providing
public records or proper notice of meetings. Local government should not receive reimbursement for
fundamental transparency.

 If approved, Prop. 42 would also elevate to the state Constitution requirements that local
governments follow the records act and the Brown Act, the open-meeting law that requires local
agencies conduct their business in public.

PostScript:  Enjoy the moment. Can you think of any other time
someone’s writing about about saying “Yes” on all the issues listed on the ballot being the right thing to
do?  Aren’t you tired of the “No-No-No” we see so often in contemporary politics ?

http://www.contracostatimes.com/news/ci_25367226/oakland-tribune-endorsement-california-voters-should-approve-prop
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You have until May 19th to register to vote in this election.

 

0 Tweet 0

{ 1 comment… read it below or add one }

 Another Anonymous Neighbor May 24, 2014 at 5:29 pm

Just been reading over some other information, and I have to disagree with the editors about prop
A. The long delay in replacing Filner was what allowed Todd Gloria to launch his personal
vendetta against medical marijuana; we don’t need a measure that authorizes further delays in
replacing unelected extremists such as Gloria with elected candidates. They need to unbundle this
package and allow us to vote separately for the early voting and ballot translation issues.

This one’s a no.
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without commenting.

Older Article: “No Drones Days of Action” Are Here in San Diego – the Capital of Drones
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0Like

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fobrag.org%2F%3Fp%3D83585&text=A%20Progressive%20Procrastinators%202014%20Primary%20Guide%20%E2%80%93%20Part%20Three%3A%20Saying%20%E2%80%98Yes%E2%80%99%20to%20All%20State%20and%20Local%20Ballot%20Propositions%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fobrag.org%2F%3Fp%3D83585%23.VBL6ka7FqXo.twitter
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fobrag.org%2F%3Fp%3D83585
http://www.sddemocrats.org/content/pages/register_vote.html
http://obrag.org/?p=83585&replytocom=310057#respond
http://obrag.org/?page_id=99999&srp=83585&sra=s
http://obrag.org/?p=83574
http://obrag.org/?p=83592


9/12/2014 A Progressive Procrastinators 2014 Primary Guide – Part Three: Saying ‘Yes’ to All State and Local Ballot Propositions

http://obrag.org/?p=83585 12/17

Search the OB Rag

To search, type and hit enter

The latest chatter…

John on Reader Rave: “Why I Jumped Off Sunset Cliffs Yesterday.”
20 years ago I jumped a few times from the street side cliff. The one thats about a 35ft+ drop
…

http://obrag.org/?p=86973&cpage=1#comment-333727
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John on News From the Sands of September at the Beach
Funny enough that your screed reads of pure, sneering, contemptuous hate. Just the kind of
thing that builds into the …
John on News From the Sands of September at the Beach
Its not a WAR memorial its a VETERANS memorial. You know those guys who don't start
wars but don't usually …
Steve on Councilman Ed Harris: “Why I voted to increase the minimum wage in San Diego.”
Sorry but if minimum wage goes up, you have to force companies to increase everyone's
wages. It's only fair, but …
gristmiller on Councilman Ed Harris: “Why I voted to increase the minimum wage in San
Diego.”
"a modest wage increase" is more an insult to working people. No one should be proud of it.
Frances O'Neill Zimmerman on Seeing No Neo-Nazi Militias in Ukraine
I never said that, but since you mention it, Russian is the language of Crimea and Ukraine.
Was the US …
sean M on Todd Gloria: “Living the Wage is Indeed a Challenge in San Diego”
Living in min wage is hardest on those who spend 95% of their income on housing. Who does
that?
unwashedwaLLmartTHong on News From the Sands of September at the Beach
There are three kinds of people who frequent Jungle Java. There are those who ignore the
birds, those who feed …

Recent Posts About OB

KPBS Review of "Psycho Beach Party" at OB Playhouse
Councilman Ed Harris: "Why I voted to increase the minimum wage in San Diego."
Praise to the OB Rag From the Planning Board
Reader Rave: "Why I Jumped Off Sunset Cliffs Yesterday."
News From the Sands of September at the Beach
What's Shaking in Ocean Beach?
Is This Really the Time to Let the Seasonal Lifeguards Go?
Take Back OB at Second Annual Raglan Beach Cleanup
OB Planning Board Approves 3 Two-Story Residences on Abbott and Voltaire
Are These Residences Coming to Abbott the Right Project for OB?

The San Diego Free Press – Right Now!

Who Runs San Diego? Six False Premises for Convention Center Expansion
By Linda Perine /San Diego Woman's Democratic Club In 2009, then Mayor Jerry Sanders,
the hotel industry, the Chamber of…
San Diego Needs to Regulate the Initiative Industry
By Lori Saldaña It's time to point out the obvious: San Diego is becoming a city governed
not by democratic…
Geo-Poetic Spaces: Dresden
By Ishmael von Heidrick-Barnes If you believe in the god of war go to Dresden where
charred faces still look…
The Fight to Save the Minimum Wage Hike Intensifies in San Diego
By Doug Porter The struggle for a better life for nearly two hundred thousand San Diegans
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continues, as the forces…
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BLASTS FROM THE PAST - 1 year ago this week

Mental Health Focus of Point Loma League of Women Voters
Restaurant Review : the New Oscars of Ocean Beach
Final Design of OB Veterans’ Memorial Plaza Made Public
Surfrider Summons Beach-Lovers to Paddle for Clean Water Around Ocean Beach Pier –
Sunday, Sept. 22
Word to the Wise: Week of September 19, 2013
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Welcome to the OB Rag – Ocean Beach & Beyond

The OB Rag has been initiated to ply the Ocean Beach community and the San Diego scene with
news and commentary from a distinctively progressive and grassroots perspective, and to provide a
forum for those views. Others with similar views are invited to contribute and participate. 
More about us...

Support the OB Rag! Purchase old copies - 20% off Help keep the OB Rag online by donating
to buy 30-35 year old issues of the original OB Rag, Ocean Beach's infamous and iconic
counterculture, underground newspaper; limited numbers are available for purchase!
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