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The San Diego City Council and Mayor Jerry

Sanders were given mostly below-average grades

in a report card this week based on

environmental issues. It's the first time 11 San

Diego environmental groups have worked

together to evaluate the elected officials. And the

groups are not happy with the politicians' grades.

The letter grades ranged from an "A" for San

Diego City Councilwoman Donna Frye to an "F"

for Councilman Carl DeMaio. Mayor Jerry

Sanders got a D-minus.

The average grade for the eight council members

and the mayor: C-minus.

Bruce Reznik with San Diego Coastkeeper said

the grades are based on decisions related to

environmental health in 2009.

"If this environmental report card were truly a

classroom on environmental protection for our

elected officials, our mayor and our

councilmembers would likely be held back," said Reznik. "And hopefully the poor grades on

this report card really serve as a wake-up call for our mayor and our council and frankly, for

the people of San Diego, that we need to do a better job."

Councilman DeMaio, the only city official in the group to get an "F," wasn't available for an

interview.

His office issued a written statement which said the coalition "is dominated by organized

labor and partisan political operatives who have put out a flawed and misleading evaluation

on environmental issues because they disagree with Councilmember DeMaio's efforts to

reform city finances."

The statement goes on to say that DeMaio "has made protecting the environment a top

priority and has led efforts on water conservation, energy efficiency and attracting clean tech

jobs to San Diego."

Colin Parent with the San Diego League of Conservation Voters said Mayor Sanders has not

made the environment a priority.

"San Diego is one of the only cities of its size without a point person in the Mayor's office to

manage environmental initiatives," Parent said.

The mayor's office issued a response included in the report that says Sanders has supported
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first-ever Environmental Quality Report Card
for San Diego Mayor and City Council on
March 10, 2010.

Environmental Report Card Given To Mayor And San
Diego City Council
Average Grade Is C- On 2009 Environmental Issues

BY ED JOYCE
March 10, 2010

Local Primary Races Starting To Take
Shape | 3 comments

Analysis: Runaway Prius Incident | 3
comments

City Stalemate Over How To Protect Seals
In La Jolla | 1 comment

Lawmaker Wants Law to Ban Carrying
Unloaded Guns Openly in Public | 5
comments

ADVERTISEMENT

Become a KPBS sponsor today!

Most  Popular
Most Commented Most E-mailed

ADVERTISEMENT

Used Oxidizers
Low CO2, low cost & low maintenance Quick
installation. Get info today
www.Cycletherm.com

FCTV
Watch Your City Council Live On the Web at
fostercitytelevision.com

2007 Honda Coupe
Search Honda Certified Used Cars in San Diego
and find a dealer.
www.honda.com/certified

Premium Water Filtration
V-750 Whole House Filter System. 7yrs capacity.
Free Ship. Now $677.
www.equinox-products.com

Home » News » 2010 » March » 10th » Environmental Report  Card Given To Mayor ... Login | Register

 

KPBS is a public service of News Arts & Culture Family Living Events

Listen Schedules Programs Blogs Give


http://www.kpbs.org/audioclips/8791/
http://kpbs.media.clients.ellingtoncms.com/audio/2010/03/11/100311-ekj-EGRADES.mp3
http://kpbs.media.clients.ellingtoncms.com/img/photos/2010/03/10/report_card_tx700.JPG?8e0a8887e886a6ff6e13ee030987b3616fc57cd3
http://tinyurl.com/y8o5zde
http://kpbs.media.clients.ellingtoncms.com/img/photos/2010/03/10/report_card_t700.JPG?f40c0e74b997dbb01ce524758e0d04a31382c8af
http://www.kpbs.org/staff/ed-joyce/
http://www.kpbs.org/radio/live/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/12/local-primary-races-starting-take-shape/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/12/local-primary-races-starting-take-shape/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/12/local-primary-races-starting-take-shape/#comments
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/17/will-we-ever-know-what-happened-prius/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/17/will-we-ever-know-what-happened-prius/#comments
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/17/will-we-ever-know-what-happened-prius/#comments
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/17/city-stalemate-over-how-protect-seals-la-jolla/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/17/city-stalemate-over-how-protect-seals-la-jolla/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/17/city-stalemate-over-how-protect-seals-la-jolla/#comments
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/15/lawmaker-wants-law-ban-carrying-unloaded-guns-open/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/15/lawmaker-wants-law-ban-carrying-unloaded-guns-open/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/15/lawmaker-wants-law-ban-carrying-unloaded-guns-open/#comments
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/15/lawmaker-wants-law-ban-carrying-unloaded-guns-open/#comments
https://secure2.convio.net/kpbs/site/Ecommerce?store_id=1181&JServSessionIdr012=hdq55jnv91.app2a#10_03_04
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BcQLreaiiS_-KDIKWjQTisP2uCs2VybsBAAAAEAEgpZyTETgAUIiH0V5Y3_PxlBNgyd7ohsijkBmyAQx3d3cua3Bicy5vcme6AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzyAEC2gFYaHR0cDovL3d3dy5rcGJzLm9yZy9uZXdzLzIwMTAvbWFyLzEwL2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWwtcmVwb3J0LWNhcmQtc2FuLWRpZWdvLWNpdHktY291bmNpbC1tL5gCuJECwAIC4AIA6gIYU3RvcnlfRGV0YWlsX0FURl8zMDB4MjUw-ALw0R6QA6wCmAOsAqgDAcgDBeAEAQ&num=0&sig=AGiWqtx9u258cAfAyJEV4DvTxvbKGngETg&client=ca-pub-7831313653928106&adurl=http://m.kpbs.org
http://www.kpbs.org/give/corporate-sponsorship/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BnLZqeaiiS6XfIZ70jQSL7J0Wh5GYrAHnqOSGEsCNtwGAvpIBEAEYASClnJMRKAQ4AFDSuKiD______8BYMne6IbIo5AZsgEMd3d3LmtwYnMub3JnugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cua3Bicy5vcmcvbmV3cy8yMDEwL21hci8xMC9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLXJlcG9ydC1jYXJkLXNhbi1kaWVnby1jaXR5LWNvdW5jaWwtbS_gAQLgAgDqAhhTdG9yeV9EZXRhaWxfQlRGXzMwMHgyNTCQA6wCmAOsAqgDAcgDB-gDhQboA1LoA0z1AwAAAETgBAE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzB6n8Blo_zH-YNvY-z893cG0CzhA&client=ca-pub-7831313653928106&adurl=http://www.Cycletherm.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BDyIFeaiiS6XfIZ70jQSL7J0WwPTEqAGskt33B8CNtwHg80wQAhgCIKWckxEoBDgAUJOopsEBYMne6IbIo5AZsgEMd3d3LmtwYnMub3JnugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cua3Bicy5vcmcvbmV3cy8yMDEwL21hci8xMC9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLXJlcG9ydC1jYXJkLXNhbi1kaWVnby1jaXR5LWNvdW5jaWwtbS_gAQLgAgDqAhhTdG9yeV9EZXRhaWxfQlRGXzMwMHgyNTCQA6wCmAOsAqgDAcgDB-gDhQboA1LoA0z1AwAAAETgBAE&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzDEo-pJnLFDwMRX9SqSHlP1pyqDw&client=ca-pub-7831313653928106&adurl=http://fostercitytelevision.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bd-oBeaiiS6XfIZ70jQSL7J0WvpDvzAHOqezXBMCNtwGgl9MBEAMYAyClnJMRKAQ4AFDt2L61-_____8BYMne6IbIo5AZsgEMd3d3LmtwYnMub3JnugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cua3Bicy5vcmcvbmV3cy8yMDEwL21hci8xMC9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLXJlcG9ydC1jYXJkLXNhbi1kaWVnby1jaXR5LWNvdW5jaWwtbS_gAQKAAgHIAu7ruBDgAgDqAhhTdG9yeV9EZXRhaWxfQlRGXzMwMHgyNTCQA6wCmAOsAqgDAcgDB-gDhQboA1LoA0z1AwAAAETgBAE&num=3&sig=AGiWqtzBA10QYYuJ1RvYZF5gO7hqfnmsag&client=ca-pub-7831313653928106&adurl=http://pixel1097.everesttech.net/1097/rq/3/c_45dc52c1073fd6748e107c9adbbfa2b3_1116036026/url%3Dhttp%253A//www.honda.com/google%253FselCategory%253DCoupe
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BRyASeaiiS6XfIZ70jQSL7J0WorvldvD-nPUKwI23AfCVrwEQBBgEIKWckxEoBDgAUPGTyPMBYMne6IbIo5AZsgEMd3d3LmtwYnMub3JnugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cua3Bicy5vcmcvbmV3cy8yMDEwL21hci8xMC9lbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsLXJlcG9ydC1jYXJkLXNhbi1kaWVnby1jaXR5LWNvdW5jaWwtbS_gAQLgAgDqAhhTdG9yeV9EZXRhaWxfQlRGXzMwMHgyNTCQA6wCmAOsAqgDAcgDB-gDhQboA1LoA0z1AwAAAETgBAE&num=4&sig=AGiWqtypjeHc-7Wltcgpd6SuWHEBL1NMTw&client=ca-pub-7831313653928106&adurl=http://www.equinox-products.com/PureMaster-V-750-PremiumWholeHouseWaterFiltrationSystem.htm
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/10/environmental-report-card-san-diego-city-council-m/%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-7831313653928106%26adU%3Dwww.Cycletherm.com%26adT%3DUsed%2BOxidizers%26adU%3Dfostercitytelevision.com%26adT%3DFCTV%26adU%3Dwww.honda.com/certified%26adT%3D2007%2BHonda%2BCoupe%26adU%3Dwww.equinox-products.com%26adT%3DPremium%2BWater%2BFiltration%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNGer2p0aQjvBRa3loq4h96dFFtCNw
http://www.kpbs.org/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/local/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/10/
http://www.kpbs.org/accounts/login/
http://www.kpbs.org/accounts/login/
http://www.kpbs.org/accounts/login/
http://www.kpbs.org/
http://www.sdsu.edu/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/local/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/arts-culture/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/family/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/living/
http://www.kpbs.org/events/
http://www.kpbs.org/radio/live/


Environmental Report Card Given To Mayor And San Diego City Council | KPBS.org

http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/mar/10/environmental-report-card-san-diego-city-council-m/[3/18/2010 3:26:40 PM]

efforts to reduce storm-water pollution and has encouraged residents to use solar energy.

Two issues supported by the environmental groups carried more weight in the evaluation: a

vote on a plan to recycle wastewater into useable drinking water, and a majority vote against

appointing Diane Takvorian of the Environmental Health Coalition to the San Diego Port

Commission.

The environmental groups pushed for Takvorian because of her decades-long work to clean

up pollution in neighborhoods surrounding Port operations.

Nicole Capretz with the Environmental Health Coalition said the Council will appoint

another Port Commissioner this year.

"So this is going to be an opportunity for the council to redeem itself and actually appoint a

Commissioner with a record of fighting for social and environmental justice," said Capretz.

Bruce Reznik with Coastkeeper said the previous city council showed leadership in advancing

the pilot project to recycle wastewater into drinking water.

But he said the current city council almost derailed the effort.

"This council was left with the relatively simple task of approving the contracts to move

forward," said Reznik. "Unfortunately, they were sort of like the gang that couldn't shoot

straight. They barely could get the contracts approved, every vote was a challenge and an

uphill battle. We had to have hearing after rehearing. And while the pilot project did

ultimately move forward, there were a lot of negative votes associated that went into the

report card."

Jim Peugh with the Audubon Society said a lot of council members lost points for the way

they handled a city plan to reduce flooding and storm water runoff.

The plan would clear soil and vegetation from city drainage channels and natural streams.

"Tear out all vegetation and they aren't doing analysis to see whether it really needs to be

done," said Peugh. "There are plenty of wonderful ways to do it rather than basically having

all the habitat value ripped out."

He said the plan could have negative impacts on wildlife habitat and water quality. Hearings

on the plan are expected this spring.

The Report Card was produced for the environmental groups by Strategic Community

Consulting, an independent group.

The coalition will track the San Diego City Council and the Mayor on environmental issues

again this year.

Those issues include the city's proposed creek channel maintenance program and the

appointment of a new Port Commissioner.
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