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National City residents crammed into council chambers on Tuesday, March 16,
for a meeting of the city council. An additional 40 residents sat in a lobby to
watch the meeting on a large flat-screen TV. A majority of those in attendance
wore turquoise tees, with Environmental Health Coalition written in large
yellow letters on the front. They were there to support the certification of the
final environmental impact report and adopt the Westside Specific Plan.

More commonly referred to as Old Town, the Westside of National City
stretches 100 acres and is home to 727 residences and 159 industrial and
commercial businesses. According to the Environmental Health Coalition, in
recent decades the area has become a "dumping ground for polluting industry
and warehouses."

In 2005, the city hired a professional planning firm to address the
environmental and safety concerns raised by the environmental activists and
Old Town residents.

During the council meeting, staff outlined the initiative to improve the quality
of life for Old Town residents by rezoning the area, restricting industrial
business and high-rise buildings, and restoring it back to a residential
neighborhood.

After the staff's presentation, Mayor Ron Morrison held up a stack of speaker
slips for the audience to see. "We've got us a list of speakers here. We've got
three hours worth of speakers."

The majority of speakers, many speaking Spanish, urged the council to adopt
the specific plan. Some gave details of their children's respiratory illnesses from
breathing in asbestos particles and paint fumes. A few business owners pleaded
with the council to grandfather in those nonpolluting responsible businesses.

When it came time for council comment, councilmember Alejandra Sotel-Solis,
who grew up in Old Town, reflected on her experience of living near industrial
and commercial businesses, of falling asleep with the smell of paint in the air.

"I am very proud of all the residents and of my colleagues," Solis said in a near-
sob. "It is a step in the right direction."

Councilmembers unanimously agreed to adopt the Westside Specific Plan and
accept the final environmental impact report. Applause from the crowd filled
council chambers.
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1. #1.

Well done to the Environmental Health Coalition! :)

By CuddleFish 5:40 p.m., Mar 17, 2010 > Report it

http://www.sandiegoreader.com/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/about_us/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/contact_us/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/site_map/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/privacy_policy/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/terms_of_use/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/advertise_with_us/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/tools/
http://www.ruxton.com/
http://www.ruxton.com/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/about_us/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/events/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/music/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/
http://coupons.sandiegoreader.com/publishers/sdreader
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/restaurants/specials/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/food_and_drink/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/movies/listings/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/events/search/?category=57
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/neighborhoods/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/san_diego_useful_guides/san_diego_health_and_beauty/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/legal/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/san_diego_useful_guides/san_diego_real_estate/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/places/great-escape/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/wedding/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BVx8PJ5SiS-LLKqDsjASAuqG3Ct2dkJYBAAAAEAEgpYLoBTgAUMTq2rsHWLfAn44PYMne6IbIo5AZsgEWd3d3LnNhbmRpZWdvcmVhZGVyLmNvbboBCjE2MHg2MDBfYXPIAQLaAUZodHRwOi8vd3d3LnNhbmRpZWdvcmVhZGVyLmNvbS9uZXdzLzIwMTAvbWFyLzE3L25ldy1kaXJlY3Rpb24tb2xkLXRvd24v4AEFmAKQTsACAuACAOoCLVNEUmVhZGVyX1N0b3J5X0RldGFpbF9CVEZfUmlnaHRfTG93ZXJfMTYweDYwMPgC8NEekAOsApgDrAKoAwHIAwXgBAE&num=0&sig=AGiWqtxpb5H2icL4y9o970F-0-wBL0bCjw&client=ca-pub-7019252051632145&adurl=https://www.apu.edu/explore/hdev/%3Fa%3D213
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/searchalerts/edit/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/tools/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/rss/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/accounts/profile/
http://www.facebook.com/SDReader/
http://www.twitter.com/SDReaderTweeter
http://www.myspace.com/readersd
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/accounts/login/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/accounts/password/reset/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BmSFuJpSiS8bWBp_AjQTkyKnPCp2mhagBAAAAEAEgpYLoBTgAUNiGh5T-_____wFYh9CeoxFgyd7ohsijkBmyARZ3d3cuc2FuZGllZ29yZWFkZXIuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAtoBRmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FuZGllZ29yZWFkZXIuY29tL25ld3MvMjAxMC9tYXIvMTcvbmV3LWRpcmVjdGlvbi1vbGQtdG93bi_gAQKYApBOwAIC4AIA6gItU0RSZWFkZXJfU3RvcnlfRGV0YWlsX0JURl9NaWRkbGVfTGVmdF8zMDB4MjUw-ALw0R6QA6wCmAOsAqgDAcgDBeAEAQ&num=0&sig=AGiWqtxXwIIxBo7wSrCBbdz5KvaXewFL8g&client=ca-pub-7019252051632145&adurl=https://www.readersteals.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bs6YaJpSiS--mIIKWjQTisP2uCpn6saYBAAAAEAEgpYLoBTgAUMmEsab5_____wFYyaq_jRFgyd7ohsijkBmyARZ3d3cuc2FuZGllZ29yZWFkZXIuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAtoBRmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc2FuZGllZ29yZWFkZXIuY29tL25ld3MvMjAxMC9tYXIvMTcvbmV3LWRpcmVjdGlvbi1vbGQtdG93bi_gAQOYApBOwAIC4AIA6gIuU0RSZWFkZXJfU3RvcnlfRGV0YWlsX0JURl9NaWRkbGVfUmlnaHRfMzAweDI1MPgC8NEekAOsApgDrAKoAwHIAwXgBAE&num=0&sig=AGiWqtygJQkgbAhGY4YX9_jWIJhENnljsg&client=ca-pub-7019252051632145&adurl=http://www.lawyersaturservice.tv/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/users/CuddleFish/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/users/CuddleFish/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/comments/flag/55934/
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/comments/flag/55934/


San Diego Reader | New Direction for Old Town

http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2010/mar/17/new-direction-old-town/[3/18/2010 1:58:02 PM]


	sandiegoreader.com
	San Diego Reader | New Direction for Old Town


	ctZGlyZWN0aW9uLW9sZC10b3duLwA=: 
	form1: 
	q: 
	site: [sdreader]
	btnG: 
	q_(1): 
	site_(1): [sdreader]
	btnG_(1): 
	emma_member_email: 
	groups[]: 6354621
	groups[]_(1): 6412282
	groups[]_(1)_(2): 6135987
	groups[]_(1)_(2)_(3): 6135979
	groups[]_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4): 6354622
	Submit: 
	username: 
	password: 
	input2: 


	ctZGlyZWN0aW9uLW9sZC10b3duLwA=: 
	select2: []
	classifieds: []

	ctZGlyZWN0aW9uLW9sZC10b3duLwA=: 
	form3: 
	email: 
	input4: 




